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Since June 2019 up to July 2022, we have been working on a research project entitled “Russia – Central Asia humanitarian cooperation”, which was supported by the Russian Science Foundation grant. Among other aspects, our attention was focused on cultural exchanges between the Russian Federation and its Central Asian neighbours (the Republic of Kazakhstan, the Kyrgyz Republic, the Republic of Tajikistan, the Republic of Uzbekistan, and Turkmenistan). Our research objectives included the study of the legal basis of cooperation, its mechanisms, factors, specific features, dynamics, and the perceptions in the societies of the partner countries. 
The components of cultural ties, as an area of international cooperation, include the joint organisation of culture festivals and concerts, the common efforts on the preservation of cultural heritage, the co-production of movies, the exchanges between book publishers, libraries, museums, the direct contacts between the civil society organisations, working in cultural area, the joint research on culture-related topics, the ties between education institutions in cultural area, the interaction in  raising social awareness regarding culture, as well as in the popularization of folk and decorative art. 
In order to get the information on the legal basis of cooperation, on its mechanisms and dynamics, we studied various sources, including the joint documents, accepted by the partner states, the data from state and non-state organisations, the news archives of national mass media, etc. However, it had been only the first part of the research. Furthermore, in order to understand the factors and specific features of the cooperation, the individual experiences of contacts, as well as their perceptions, related evaluations and expectations, we conducted a sociological study. In this study, our methodology involved expert interviews and mass survey. Thanks to these, the overall impression became more comprehensive, demonstrating the trends and the demands, existing in the considered area in the societies. Our research is the first one of this kind in international studies, dedicated to Russia – Central Asia ties. 
Thanks to expert interviews, we collected and analysed the opinions of the countries’ nationals, who are working in cultural area. We learned about their experience of bilateral cultural contacts, and, in addition, studied their professional expectations and proposals, regarding what they would like to develop particularly in this field. 
Meanwhile, for mass poll, we distributed our surveys among the citizens of the considered countries, in order to learn, whether the general public had ever had the experience of participation in bilateral cultural contacts, and what their expectations in this area would be, regarding the future cultural ties. 
We would like to present our conclusions, and hope that the results of our study can be useful for the future development of Russia – Central Asia ties. 
