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Background and research question
Various state agencies accumulate and publish a significant amount of data. In Russia, the public authorities commonly use for administration purposes the data accumulated and published by the Federal State Statistics Service (Rosstat). 
However, the Federal Tax Service accumulates and publishes huge amount of first-hand information about economic activity, as it registers the taxpayers, receives tax reporting, and lately directly accesses the accounting data and retail sales data. Tax administrations of other countries also collect data of similar nature, amount and detail.
Earlier the author showed the analytical potential and more realistic nature of the tax data (in comparison to data of Rosstat), but also acknowledged certain limitations: the items not recorded in the tax returns may go unnoticed.
So in this paper the author would like to return to this research question: how may tax statistics be analyzed and interpreted for development of economic policy?

Data and methodology
This research is based on the analysis of statistics data published by the Federal Tax Service for major taxes, with breakdown by regions (in respect of number of taxpayers, their tax proceedings, respective tax base and tax deductions). The statistics of the Federal Treasury (e.g. amount of dotations to the regions) is also seen as relevant.
Currently the author considers data on personal income tax, corporate profits tax and value added tax; however, the exact choice of tax(es) for the paper purposes depends on the outcomes of this preliminary research.
