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Network analysis of the legislative co-authorship of the deputies 

of the State Duma of the Russian Federation of the VII convocation
We present the results of a network analysis of the legislative activities of federal parliamentarians - deputies of the State Duma of the VII convocation, as well as senators who «accompanied» the deputies during the convocation period. The researchers focus on the specifics of the legislative co-authorship of deputies and senators.

The study included 2,207 bills that were submitted to the Russian parliament from September 16, 2016 to December 31, 2020, and all the deputies and senators who worked at that time. Information related to legislative co-authorship was processed using Python tools and network analysis. The study showed with whom and how often deputies and senators enter into legislative co-authorship.

The study is the only one at the moment, although the activities of the legislators are attracting the attention of many political scientists and political strategists. Since 2007, they regularly present the research results of the analytical works of the Parliament. They analyze the legislative activity of parliamentarians, assessing regional work, media activity and participation in party events, studying the practice of parliamentary and parliamentary inquiries, as well as parliamentary discipline through researching the specifics of parliamentarians' voting on bills under consideration. They search for corruption ties of deputies with the business community, relying on open sources, as well as a description of the work of the parliament, based on numerous expert interviews. Similar parallel work is being carried out by Ukrainian colleagues, investigating the activity of the deputies of the Verkhovna Rada. There are no network analysis of the legislative co-authorship of Russian deputies and senators, but in 2015, our Kiev colleagues organized a study of the legislative co-authorship of the Ukrainian parliament of the eighth convocation. Then they found out that belonging to a «coalition» or «opposition» in the Verkhovna Rada does not affect co-authorship: the deputies «mix» in the process of lawmaking.

In the course of a network analysis of the legislative co-authorship of deputies and senators, the following results were obtained: first, data on the co-authorship of each parliamentarian; secondly, a difference was found between co-authorship in draft laws (not every document submitted to parliament becomes a law, most of the draft laws are withdrawn from consideration) and co-authorship in federal laws that have already taken place; thirdly, the specifics of legislative co-authorship are presented, depending on the status of the deputy and his affiliation to the faction.

Legislative co-authorship of the deputies of various factions of the State Duma of the VII convocation: Viacheslav Volodin, Sergei Neverov, Vladimir Zhirinovsky, Gennady Zyuganov, Pavel Krasheninnikov, Anton Getta, Sergei Mironov, Igor Lebedev, Ivan Melnikov, Anatoly Lebedev, Anatoly Lebedev Yaroslav Nilov, Yuri Sinelshchikov, as well as some senators.
