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The International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons (ICAN) has become famous for its active participation in the promotion of the UN Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons (TPNW). The organization officially began its activities on April 30, 2007 as as the civil society coordinator in the framework of the Preparatory Committee for the 2010 Review Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT) in Vienna. The decision to create the campaign was made at the World Congress of International Physicians for the Prevention of Nuclear War (IPPNW) in Helsinki. Practically all anti-nuclear non-governmental organizations (NGOs) have joined the campaign. The ICAN is not a classical NGO. It has united under its auspices not only NGOs working in the field of nuclear non-proliferation and disarmament, but also a number of non-nuclear weapon states, as well as statesmen and diplomats. The ICAN is a ‘transnational advocacy network’ (TAN) that has managed to mobilize a large number of state and non-state actors.
Definitely, the formation of a nuclear weapons ban regime is a challenge for the existence and stability of a nuclear nonproliferation regime. Thanks to the great efforts of the ICAN, the TPNW entered into force in 2021. In the Russian scientific discourse, the topic of the prohibition of nuclear weapons is quite new. The purpose of the study is to determine the role of civil society and NGOs, using the ICAN as an example, in promoting the idea of banning nuclear weapons. The study is based on the documents and materials from the official website of the ICAN, working documents of the Review Conferences of the Parties to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, as well as interviews with representatives of anti-nuclear NGOs. For the first time in the Russian scientific field, we aim to define the role of civil society and NGOs in the formation of ideas for the prohibition of nuclear weapons. The novelty of the study lies in the fact that a new interpretation of the concept of ‘transnational advocacy network’ is introduced into the Russian scientific discourse. The examination of the ICAN activity provides the arguments for identification of the main tools and principles of work of modern TANs.
