The Opportunities of Implementation of Modern Chinese Language Teaching Materials in the Context of Secondary Education Digitalization
Возможности применения современных учебно-методических комплектов по китайскому языку в контексте цифровизации среднего образования

The contemporary requirements for foreign language teaching materials used in the secondary education system imply that textbooks facilitate students’ reaching the Intermediate level of communicative competence and stimulate their preparation for studying foreign language at a higher level of eduёcation. It is as well expected that a secondary school foreign language course increases the students’ intercultural communicative opportunities.

This paper considers some features of the unique international series of Chinese language textbooks for Russian secondary school students and presents some results of implementation of its printed and digital components in the contemporary educational realities.

The series of Mandarin Chinese textbooks “It’s Time to Learn Chinese!” is well-known in the Russian Federation as the first full complex of the new-generation teaching materials for teenagers of 5-11 grades. It complies with the key requirements of the Russian Federal Educational Standards and International Curriculum for Chinese Language Teaching and is relevant for instruction based on a wide range of modern methods and approaches (primarily intercultural communicative and socio-cultural). Introduction of this series since 2017 was aimed at providing a sound up-to-date academic background in Mandarin Chinese and the basics of the Chinese studies in various contexts and for various target groups of learners with the focus on communication. The textbooks, workbooks, Chinese characters copybooks, audio courses, course working programs, teacher’s manuals, electronic forms of textbooks, interactive exercises and other components of the series have been widely used at Russian secondary schools since 2017. The publication of the series for 10-11 grades started in 2019, and in 2020 the high school training packages were included in the Federal List of School Textbooks.
Our pedagogical research involving surveys, interviews with school teachers, questionnaires, focus groups and non-inclusive observation in 2017-2021 reveals that students who had used these teaching materials displayed the good command of oral and written Chinese (estimated level in the 9th grade is HSK3 (approximately equal to B1 CEFR), in the 11th grade is and HSK4 (approximately equal to B2 CEFR)). As well they demonstrate the fair knowledge of Chinese culture and history, developed their communication skills and the set of soft skills such as research and project design, group work, information processing, etc. Among the most important results of integration of this series into Chinese language classes are the learners’ advanced competences of engaging in intercultural communication, comparing and explaining culture-specific concepts existing in Russia, China and other countries. 
In the context of the COVID-2019 pandemic, teachers started to more actively use the electronic versions of these training packages. Due to the open structure and complementarity of these teaching aids, the instructors were on a large scale able to create optimal trajectories for their online lessons according to the individual needs of learners and specific educational contexts which varied greatly from Moscow to the Republic of the Sakha or Primorski Krai. During the pandemic (and long before it) teachers also received constant informational and instructional online support by the publishing house and authors of the textbook series. The latter have been readily hosting educational webinars and other online events, answering teachers’ questions, giving advice on instructional technologies and adaptation of the series components for online and blended formats. 
The research conducted in 2017-2021 demonstrates the high relevance and a solid pedagogical potential of this secondary school textbook series for effective Chinese language and culture training according to contemporary international and national educational trends and needs of intercultural dialogue. The educational potential and possible limitations of the training packages in the context of increasing digitalization need further study and clarification. 
