Kanaev Evgeny 

Professor, HSE University
ekanaev@hse.ru 
Fedorenko Dmitry 

1st year student of the master's program 
“World economy”, HSE Universety
ANO "Analytical Center at
Government of the Russian Federation"
f3dorenk0@yandex.ru
The Trans-National Digital Infrastructure in Southeast Asia as a Priority of ASEAN Economic Community 2025: a 5G Internet Perspective
Summary The study analyzes major directions, measures and mechanisms by means of which the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) develops digital infrastructure across Southeast Asia as part of its key prospective project – the establishment of ASEAN Economic Community to 2025. On considering the degree of implementation of Internet technologies in the ASEAN member states, as well as the impact of Southeast Asia’s geographical features on the construction of trans-national digital infrastructure, the authors assess the state of Internet services and prospects for implementing new digital solutions in the region. Further, salient features of technologies, which allow introducing effective digital solutions at all the stages of supply chains aimed to accelerate and facilitate their functionality, are analyzed. The novelty of the paper stems from an interdisciplinary approach to assessing the development of digital infrastructure in Southeast Asia, which allows elaborating on and conceptualizing major criteria of its effectiveness. The relevance and the practical significance of the study are premised on its objectives, specifically, on defining the extent to which ASEAN has been successful in developing trans-national digital infrastructure in Southeast Asia as part of the establishment of ASEAN Economic Community to 2025 with the 5G internet as a case study. The research is based on the comparative method, selected elements of content analysis, the historical-comparative method, the statistical-economic method and the system and the structural method. The main result of the study accounts for defining basic lines along which a gap between ASEAN’s efforts to develop the digital agenda of economic regionalism in Southeast Asia and the state of the necessary infrastructure, as exemplified by the 5G internet, is broadening. 
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