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Abstract. The COVID-19 pandemic has led to profound transformations in the geopolitical, geoeconomic and sociocultural space. Against the backdrop of the global health crisis, China is facing a number of new challenges and threats.
In the geopolitical space, the confrontation between China and the Western countries, was growing. China faced the controversial position of Western countries, which made attempts to get closer to Taiwan and even considered the possibility of its return to the UN. The human rights situation has escalated in Xinjiang, Tibet and Hong Kong. Many Western countries did not recognize the Chinese vaccines and pressured their Asian allies (Japan, Singapore, Taiwan, Australia and New Zealand) to follow their example.
At a time when most of the world's countries were moving towards the concept of "coexisting with the virus," China continued its "zero-COVID-19" approach. 
Western countries have stepped up work to build new security mechanisms. A new structure has appeared in the Indo-Pacific space - the trilateral Anglo-Saxon partnership (AUKUS) of the USA, Great Britain and Australia. Its main goal will be to contain China's ambitions.
However, in the conditions of a turbulent international environment, China successfully implemented the goals of socio-economic development set for 2020-2021: the country announced the overcoming of absolute poverty, the completion of the construction of a moderately prosperous society (xiaokang). Celebrations of the 100th anniversary of the Chinese Communist Party took place in China, Xi Jinping was named the core of the party, and the country moved towards the realization of the second 100-year goal for the 100th anniversary of the PRC. According to the authorities' plan, by the middle of the 21st century, China will become a prosperous and strong socialist power, will adhere to its own development path and will not "slip" onto the western track.
In the geoeconomic space, despite the rupture of a number of supply chains due to COVID-19, the introduction of new safety protocols and environmental standards, and China's transition to an economic "dual circulation" strategy aimed at increasing the volume of the domestic market, there was some "relaxation." In 2020, China kept the pre-crisis volumes of foreign trade, and in 2021, an explosive growth was recorded (in the first 9 months of 2021 by 22.7%). The positive dynamics are associated with the positive aspects of "zero-COVID-19" approach in China and with difficulties in controlling the spread of COVID-19 in other countries.
Western countries are seeking to regain control of global economic leadership, seeing a growing threat in China's Belt and Road Initiative. In the summer of 2021, the G7 countries supported the formation of an alternative to the Belt and Road global megaproject, called Build Back Better World (B3W). The G7 countries plan to promote infrastructure development in low- and middle-income countries. The consolidation of the West's allies is aimed at reducing China's role in Asia, Africa, Latin America and Eastern Europe.
In the socio-cultural space, China is building up "soft power" abroad through the broadcasting of Chinese socialist values ​​in the media, etc. In the context of the pandemic, the country began to actively increase the coverage of participants in free online education programs for Chinese language learners, subsidized from the budget. Their features became the mandatory inclusion of a cultural component that tells about the advantages of the Chinese way of development.
Public diplomacy has a significant impact on the formation of public opinion in the countries of the world, forming the necessary image of China in the eyes of foreign citizens. As part of its second centennial goal, China aims to build a socialist cultural power. The country will continue to work on the export of Chinese culture by organizing the activities of Chinese cultural centers, financing projects in the field of culture and tourism. In the face of the pandemic, China has created The Asian Alliance for Cultural Heritage Conservation and plans to increase its cultural presence in the region.
The construction of a modernized socialist power in the medium and long term will lead to a further transformation of of China's international image. The country aims to build up its political, economic and socio-cultural influence in the world.
The relevance of the study is determined by the need to study the transformations taking place in the context of a pandemic of the rapidly changing image of China, predict future trends and assess their impact on the development of the Russian Federation and the whole world.
The research problem is the growing contradictions between the different poles of power in the course of the global fight against COVID-19, the split of the multipolar world into blocks and the shift in the balance of power towards China.
The aim of the research is to study the evolution of China's international image in the geopolitical, geoeconomic and socio-cultural space in the context of the spread of COVID-19.
The objective of the study was to analyze the trends emerging in the context of a pandemic and form scenarios for the development of the situation in the short and medium term.
In the course of the research, the author applied general scientific methods of analysis and synthesis, induction and deduction, analogies and contrasts, methods of political research (systemic, structural-functional, behavioral approach and cyclical analysis of political life), social sciences (sociocultural and socioeconomic approaches) and methods of economic theory (observation and collection of information, systematic approach).
The novelty of the study is determined by the establishment and description of new trends emerging in the context of a pandemic and by predicting the consequences of the transformation of China's international image into geopolitics, geoeconomics and socio-cultural space.
The results of the study is the formation of a scenario for the evolution of China's international image in the short and medium term. In the baseline scenario, China will continue to play the role of a responsible world power, building an interesting concept for developing countries of a community of the common destiny of mankind. However, China's aspirations to impose its own rules in the geoeconomic, geopolitical and sociocultural space carry new risks and threats to the development of China and the whole world, and can lead to a profound transformation of the current architecture of the world order.
