Politics of the trans-Siberian airspace: Implications of airspace closures and sanctions

on civil aviation

Report’s annotation

The trans-Siberian airspace, popularly known as the Russian airspace, is the largest in the
World, wedged between the financial capitals of Europe and East Asia. The airspace is highly
politically and economically regulated by the Rosaviatsyia (Federal agency for Air Transport).
Since Russia’s special operation in Ukraine began, several nations have imposed sanctions on
Russia. In retaliation, Russia closed its airspace to 36 countries. This has resulted in increased
flight times for airlines avoiding the airspace; a Tokyo-bound Finnair from Helsinki-which
would usually take nine hours- would have to fly through the cold war route, adding four hours;
the extra time flown adds to 40% of the total emissions (Finnair , 2022). The airspace closure
resulted in existing transit hubs, such as Helsinki-Vantaa airport, taking massive losses because

of the depleting traffic of transit passengers from Asia (Cohen, 2022).

This paper will examine the politics and the geo-economics of this airspace to study the
externalities arising from the closure of the airspace both domestically' and internationally
(Sopamena, 2022)_ and observe how the domestic civil aviation industry is coping with the
exclusion from the Western-led aviation supply chains (P. Neverov, 2017).. Secondly, the
paper will look at alternative routes the Western airlines take to save flight time and emissions.
This will inevitably result in new transit hubs, retarding civil aviation to a cold war-like

configuration.

The scope of the study is vast, as it not only attempts to quantify the losses emerging from
sanctions and airspace closures but also paints a picture of the future geo-economic

configuration of the World economy from the point of view of civil aviation (IATA, 2022)
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' The domestic aviation industry airlines such as Rossiya, Utair aviation, and S7 airlines that
operate on Boeing and Airbus aircraft. Sanctions result in a resource crunch for spare parts,

which can even raise questions about flight safety. This part of the study will also concentrate



on how it is restricting the mobility of people due to increased flight fares, and look at how

people’s consumption baskets have changed since February 2022.
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civil aviation. The authors of the book chapter provide solutions for the domestic aviation
Industry; strongly advocating for effective strategic asset management and systematisation of

economic factors.



