IMPLEMENTATION OF THE SOCIAL NETWORK ANALYSIS TO INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS OF REGION: CASE OF SVERDLOVSK OBLAST
This article examines the paradiplomacy of a sub-national actor in international politics using quantitative and computer-based methods. The author states the problem of the rare usage of quantitative methods to analyse paradiplomacy of regions, cities, and non-central governments whether it handles a unitary or a federal state. The case of Sverdlovsk Oblast shows that Social Network Analysis method might enable a deeper understanding of regional paradiplomacy, highlight undetected patterns in external relations of subnational units. The study aims to reveal some hidden traits left unseen by quantitative methods. To reach that, the author establishes that paradiplomacy is carried out by a multiplicity of actors and agents involved in international space simultaneously. Consequently, both state and region can be represented through networks of their agencies and institutions such as ministries, departments, affiliated or subordinated offices. The study relied on official data published by the Ministry of International and Foreign Economic Relations of Sverdlovsk Region for 2016-2021 years. The author has prepared the dataset which includes news, summaries of provided international events, and developments of international activities of the Sverdlovsk Region. The use of the Social Network Analysis method, as well as Statistic methods due to relevant software, allowed solving several research tasks. Firstly, the main actors, agents, and their networks were identified, both on the part of the Sverdlovsk Oblast and on the counterparties represented by institutions and agencies of the Russian Federation and foreign countries. Secondly, graphs were pictured, and the nature of links with structures was analyzed by the methodology of Social Network Analysis (defining centrality measures, the main clusters, and cliques in the network). Detailed descriptions of some clusters of particular importance to the Sverdlovsk Region were given. The author identified the main foreign partners of the Sverdlovsk Region that were subsequently ranked according to the intensity of relations and their position in the system of international cooperation with the region. Based on the data obtained, the author has revealed that the region's paradiplomacy, when examined dynamically in detail, is a space of multiple and asymmetric interactions, where the role of actors is taken by both state and non-state actors including its agents. In the case of Sverdlovsk Oblast, it sheds light that contemporary diplomacy of states and regions is symbiotic and can be traced in the networks. Finally, the author concludes by stressing the importance of applying quantitative methods, in particular network analysis, to analyse some subfields of international relations. This allows to expand the research toolkits, notice previously overlooked features, and pose new research questions to existing social structures.
